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Our mission is to be the finest example of an electric cooperative 
where excellent service, competitive rates and concern for the 
consumer, community and environment guide our every action.

 
Cover photo by Dustin Jones, CFEC Service Technician

C A R I N G  F O R  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Heartfelt Giving 
From CFEC’s 
Linemen
The Guardian ad Litem Program is a dedicated team of 
people who advocate for children in Florida that have 
suffered abuse, neglect or abandonment and have 
been removed from a home because of this.

 These children are placed in the protection of the state and the child 
welfare system. The skilled and dedicated Guardian ad Litem team of 
mostly volunteers pledge their efforts to represent these children with 
compassion so that each child’s needs are met in court.

In December, CFEC’s Linemen participated in “Linemen Lighting Up 
Christmas.” Through the donations collected for this effort, they were able 
to purchase 16 bikes and helmets, plus 8 $50 gift cards. The pictures show 
the linemen doing the shopping, themselves. The gifts were then wrapped 
and delivered to the Guardian Ad Litem office in Chiefland.  

Thanks to CFEC’s linemen and everyone that donated to the special cause 
of “Linemen Lighting Up Christmas,” a group of children were able to have 
a very Merry Christmas. 
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S A F E T Y  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Keeping 
Kids Safe!
Education is a valuable part of 
Central Florida Electric Cooperative’s 
mission in the community. 

Recently, Jonathan Polk, CFEC Safety Loss/
Prevention Coordinator and A.D. Goodman, Safety/
Loss Control Specialist, visited Cedar Key School to 
talk with kids about being safe around electricity. 

Using an energized model depicting various 
scenarios where kids might encounter power lines, kids were wide-eyed each 
time the line sparked and sizzled. Kids also saw all the safety gear Polk and 
Goodman had to wear to do the demonstration. The message that electricity 
is nothing to play with came through loud and clear. 

Some of the tips shared with the kids at CKS and that all kids should know 
are as follows:

	■ NEVER touch a downed power line! Back away from the line, 
and do not touch anything touching the line, such as a fence 
or tree, because it may be energized as well.  

	■ Electricity and liquids DO NOT mix! Never place electronics 
and appliances near water – like next to the sink or tub.

	■ This tip applies to gaming equipment, too! Never place 
a drink near your gaming console. Spills could result in 
electric shock.  

	■ NEVER climb trees near power lines and electrical equipment. 
Same goes for kites and drones – before you fly them, make 
sure you’re far away from any overhead power lines.

	■ NEVER pull a plug from an electrical outlet by its cord! Pull 
from the plug to avoid potential shock. Or, ask an adult to 
help you.  

	■ Never put metal objects into outlets or an electrical appliance. 

Perhaps the most important safety information 
to teach kids is that you cannot see electricity. 
Therefore, it is not possible to know whether a line 
is energized or not. Always assume that it is and 
play it safe! 

While we use electricity daily and it makes our life 
enjoyable, it is always to be respected because of 
how dangerous it can be. 
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E N E R G Y  C O N S E R V A T I O N 

10 Ways To Make Your Mobile Home 
More Energy Efficient
Starting from the top down there are many changes 
you can make to your mobile home to save energy 
and cut the cost of fuel and electricity bills. 

Some changes are easy and inexpensive, some may take a little work, but 
the costs savings and benefit of increased mobile home energy efficiency 
are worth it!

Here are our top 10 tips for making your manufactured or mobile home 
more energy efficient.

1.  Change Your Mobile Home Roof Covering 
Did you know that a cool roof coating can lower  
mobile home temperature, reflect up to 85% of the 
sunlight, reduce smog and save your electric bill 
by cutting down unecessary AC Costs? 
Installing a White Roof or Cool Roof Coating on  
your mobile home reflects the heat from the sun  
back out helping to cool your home.

2.  Add Mobile Home Roof Insulation 
It takes a little more work, but you can save up to  
15% of heating and insulation costs simply by  
insulating your mobile home or manufactured  
home roof cavity. Installing a sloped roof allows extra 
room for insulation in the ceiling of your home.

3.  Save Energy In The Kitchen 
Did you know that you can speed up cooking and  
save energy by using lids on pots and pans? Pressure 
cookers can reduce cooking time even further. 
Other ways to reduce energy in the kitchen include 

putting frozen 
items in the 
refrigerator to 
defrost a day 
prior to use 
instead of using a microwave, 
not using your full oven for small meals, choosing 
Energy Star appliances, not overfilling your refrigerator 
and keeping the top of the refrigerator clear so that air 
can flow freely around the appliance.

4.  Replace Light Bulbs With Energy Efficient Lighting 
All homes can benefit from energy efficient lighting. 
Most homes use 10% to 12% of the total energy on 
lighting, which makes this an area for potential savings. 
Simple ways to improve the energy output of your 
lighting include: changing lightbulbs to compact 
fluorescent lightbulbs, which use up to a quarter of 
the energy of a regular lightbulb. Switch lighting off 
when it is not needed and clean lighting fixtures to 
maximize lighting output.

5.  Service Your Mobile Home Furnace 
Unlike site-built homes, mobile home furnaces draw 
air directly into the furnace through removable grilles. 
Cleaning or replacing the furnace filter inside can 
drastically reduce energy costs and make the furnace 
more efficient. 
It is also a good idea to inspect the squirrel cage 
blower at the top of your mobile home furnace for 
any dust or grease.

6.  Make Your Mobile Home Windows More 
Energy Efficient 
Simple plastic window coverings can help reduce energy 
costs and cut out drafts. The disposable plastic covering 
can be removed for the summer. 
Storm windows – extra glass panes fitted to the interior 
of mobile home windows – can also be installed for 
permanent energy savings. Internal storm windows 
are also more protected from the elements. Make sure 
the frame is tightly sealed. Additional insulation can be 
achieved with foam tape.

7.  Mobile Home Cooling - Inside & Out! 
Air conditioners not only cool the air, they take out 
moisture to make the air more comfortable. You can 
reduce AC running costs by lowering the moisture in 
your mobile home so that your AC unit can run more 
efficiently. Moisture comes from two main sources: 
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E N E R G Y  C O N S E R V A T I O N

Predicting Your 
Energy Needs
How much electricity will you use today? How 
about tomorrow? You may not consider these 
questions as often as you review your utility 
bill but the good news is there are people who 
consider these questions for you every day.

Central Florida Electric Cooperative and its 
wholesale power provider, Seminole Electric 
Cooperative (Seminole), work together to 
measure your electricity use along with all other 
Seminole Member-consumers on the grid to 
provide safe, reliable, and affordable electricity. 
Your cooperative works with a team of analysts 
at Seminole to track the demand for electricity in 
real time and how that need will be met. There 
are a number of factors that determine your 
energy consumption; your home appliances, the 
house you live in, your geography, the weather, 
and others. Predicting your actual electricity use 
on any given day is difficult, but information 
from the past can help us estimate how much 
energy you will use in the future.

In addition to tracking real-time energy consumption, CFEC and 
Seminole develop long-range forecasts of Seminole’s Members’ energy 
requirements to plan for the generation and transmission needs for many 
years into the future. This forecast takes current demand and considers 
growth in population, economics, and energy efficiency expansion in our 
communities. The use of technology like smart thermostats, self-installed 

solar, or growth in electric vehicle purchases also impacts our Members’ 
future energy consumption. Weather also plays a large role in how much 
electricity you and your neighborhood will use. 

Knowing what you spend your money on is important. Please know that 
CFEC and Seminole work hard to continue to provide safe, affordable, 
and reliable electricity for you and the communities we serve.  

These tips and other energy saving information can be found from Saturn Resource Management at https://srmi.biz/energy-saving-tips/. 

the ground and air leakage from Air Conditioning units. 
Another way to reduce air conditioning costs is to 
prevent the heat before it gets to your home using a 
cool roof solution (No. 1), and effectively using shade 
trees, trellises and window films.

8.  Add Insulation Under The Floor 
Mobile homes often already have insulation, but there 
is always room for more! It is a good idea to hire an 
insulation professional and ask for blown fiberglass to 
reduce the potential corrosion of any metal parts from 
cellulose insulation.

9.  Check Your Crawlspace & Ducts 
The crawl space underneath your manufactured home 
is often neglected, but there are energy savings to 

be had beneath the floor. Adding skirting around the 
mobile home can prevent excess heat from escaping but 
make sure you can still access the crawl space. Check the 
area underneath the furnace for loose ducts or joints and 
use metal duct tape if possible as traditional gray fabric 
tape can come loose.

10.  Check For Water Leakage And Seepage 
The life span of your mobile home can be shortened 
by problems from water damage and cause greater 
problems with the home’s efficiency. Water damage can 
be from rainwater through the roof as well as through 
the foundation. It is important to plan the site for the 
home and it’s position in regard to water drainage, 
keeping it away from the skirting and crawl space. 

https://srmi.biz/energy-saving-tips/
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B E E F  U P  Y O U R  S L O W  C O O K E R  O P T I O N S

Source: Beef. It’s What’s For Dinner website.

Asian Sweet 
& Spicy Ribs
P R E PA R AT I O N :
Combine mirin, sweet chili 
garlic sauce, agave nectar, 
brown sugar and ginger in 
4-1/2 to 5-1/2 quart slow 
cooker, stirring until sugar 
dissolves. Place beef ribs in slow cooker. Cook on HIGH 4 to 6 hours or on 
LOW 8 to 10 hours, or until beef is fork tender. (No stirring is necessary during 
cooking.) Remove beef; keep warm. Skim fat from cooking liquid. Transfer 
cooking liquid to a sauce pan and bring to a boil; reduce heat and cook 12 to 
15 minutes or until sauce is reduced by half. Stir in lime juice and soy sauce. 
Return beef to cooking liquid; cook 1 to 2 minutes or until heated through, 
stirring occasionally. Serve ribs with rice and remaining sauce, if desired.
Cook’s Tip: Sweet chili garlic sauce, an Asian condiment made from red chilies, 
garlic and vinegar, imparts a tangy, spicy heat to dishes. Chili garlic sauce is 
available in Asian markets and the Asian section of most supermarkets.

I N G R E D I E N T S :
• 1-1/2 to 2 pounds 

beef Country 
Style Ribs

• 1 cup mirin
• 1/2 cup sweet chili 

garlic sauce
• 1/2 cup water

• 1/4 cup agave 
nectar or honey

• 1/4 cup light 
brown sugar

• 1 teaspoon 
minced fresh 
ginger

• 1 tablespoon 
fresh lime juice

• 1 tablespoon 
reduced-sodium 
soy sauce

• Hot cooked rice 
(optional) 

I N G R E D I E N T S :
• 1 beef Shoulder Roast 

Boneless (2-1/2 pounds)
• 2 cups chopped onions
• 1 cup frozen hash brown 

potatoes (cubes)
• 1 can (14-1/2 ounces) 

diced tomatoes 
with green peppers 
and onions

• 1 cup beef broth
• 1 tablespoon minced 

garlic
• 1 teaspoon dried thyme 

leaves
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/4 teaspoon pepper
• 2 cups broccoli slaw
• 1/2 cup frozen peas

Moroccan Beef and Sweet Potato Stew
P R E PA R AT I O N S :
Combine flour, cumin, cinnamon, 
salt and red pepper in 3-1/2 to 
5-1/2-quart slow cooker. Add beef, 
sweet potatoes and raisins; toss 
to coat evenly. Pour tomatoes on 
top. Cover and cook on high 4 to 
6 hours or on low 8 to 9 hours or 
until beef and potatoes are fork-
tender. (No stirring is necessary 
during cooking.) Season with salt, 
as desired.
Cook’s Tip: For smaller slow cookers, it may be easier to combine ingredients 
in a separate bowl before adding to slow cooker.
Serve over couscous. Garnish with almonds and parsley, if desired.

I N G R E D I E N T S :
• 2-1/2 pounds beef 

Stew Meat, cut into 1 
to 1-1/2-inch pieces

• 3 tablespoons all-
purpose flour

• 2 teaspoons ground 
cumin

• 1 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon

• 1 teaspoon salt

• 1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon 
ground red pepper

• Salt
• 1 pound sweet 

potatoes, peeled, 
cut into 1-inch 
pieces (about 
3 cups)

• 1/2 cup regular or 
golden raisins

• 1 can (14-1/2 
ounces) diced 
tomatoes with garlic 
and onion

• Hot cooked 
couscous

• Chopped toasted 
almonds (optional)

• Chopped fresh 
parsley (optional)

Slow-Cooked Beef 
Pot Roast Soup
P R E PA R AT I O N S :
Cut beef Shoulder Roast into 12 equal pieces. Place in 4-1/2 
to 5-1/2-quart slow cooker. Add onions, tomatoes, potatoes, 
broth, garlic, thyme, salt and pepper. Cover and cook on 
high 5 to 6 hours or on low 8 to 9 hours or until beef is 
fork-tender. (No stirring is necessary during cooking.)

Stir in broccoli slaw; continue cooking, covered, 30 minutes or 
until broccoli slaw is crisp-tender. Turn off slow cooker. Stir in 
peas; let stand, covered, 5 minutes.

A LT E R N AT E  CO O K I N G  M E T H O D :
This recipe can be made in a 6-quart electric pressure cooker. 
Cut Beef Roast into 1-inch pieces. Place beef roast in pressure 
cooker; top with onions, tomatoes, broth, garlic, thyme, salt 
and pepper. Close and lock pressure cooker lid. Use beef, stew 
or high-pressure setting on pressure cooker; program 15 
minutes on pressure cooker timer. Use quick-release feature 
to release pressure; carefully remove lid. Add broccoli slaw 
and frozen potatoes. Close and lock pressure cooker lid. 
Use beef, stew or high-pressure setting on pressure cooker; 
program 3 minutes on pressure cooker timer. Use quick-
release feature to release pressure; carefully remove lid. 
Add peas and return pressure cooker lid. Let stand 5 minutes. 
(This recipe variation was tested in an electric pressure 
cooker at high altitude. Cooking at an altitude of less than 
3000 feet may require slightly less cooking time. Refer to the 
manufacturer’s instructions.)
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C O - O P  M E M B E R  N O T I C E S

To Report A  
Power Outage:
■ Call: 1-800-227-1302 or  

352-493-2511, follow the prompts of  
the Automated Outage Response System

■ Use the CFEC Connect App:  Click on “report  
outage.” Fill in the form and click “submit.”  
If you are already logged in to the app, 
simply click the “report outage” triangle, 
and “yes” to report the outage.

■ Online: Log on to www.cfec.com, click on  
“outage information” and fill in the form with the 
required information. Hit “send” when complete. 

  

MEETING NOTICE:
The Board of Trustees for Central  

Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc.,  

meets on the fourth Monday of each 

month at 5 p.m. at the  

Cooperative’s main office in Chiefland. 

Members are always welcome to attend.

Do we have your 
current phone 
number and 
address?
CFEC’s Automated Outage 
Response System uses customer 
telephone numbers to locate 
accounts and corresponding 
locations. Additionally, a new 
Automated Delinquency Call 
will provide an additional notice as a courtesy 
for accounts that are delinquent one day before your 
disconnect date. These services will not be possible if 
CFEC does not have your current phone number on file. 

It is important to update phone numbers and mailing 
address associated with your service location. Inaccurate 
phone number/service location combinations may 
result in delayed handling of the outage or a missed 
opportunity to avoid a power disconnection.

If you have questions or need to update your contact 
information and phone number, call 800-227-1302. 

Payment Options:
	■ In Office / Drive-Through – 

Payments can be made at any CFEC 
location during working hours. 
Payments can also be placed in the 
drop-box at each location after hours.

	■ By Mail – Mail payments to: Central 
Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. 
Box 9, Chiefland, FL 32644. Please allow 
sufficient time for delivery or payment 
may be received as late.

	■ Phone / Online – Payments can be 
processed through our third-party 
provider, Point & Pay. A $3.50 (per 
$500) service fee will be charged by 
Point & Pay and is NOT a CFEC charge.

	■ Point & Pay - Payments made through 
Point & Pay are posted to the member’s 
account at the time of payment. Pay By 
Phone at 1-844-463-8918 or Pay Online 
at www.cfec.com.

	■ Bank Locations – Payments can be 
made at any Drummond Community 
Bank location or at the Lafayette State 
Bank in Bell, Fla., during their normal 
working hours. Returned checks or 
payment arrangements cannot be 
processed by these banks.

	■ Bank Draft – Payments can be made 
automatically by bank draft by filling 
out a form and mailing or dropping it 
off at any CFEC office. The form can be 
found at www.cfec.com under “forms.”

http://www.cfec.com
http://www.cfec.com


CENTRAL FLORIDA ELECTRIC  
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

MAIN OFFICE
11491 NW 50th Ave.
Chiefland, FL 32626-3247
352-493-2511  
or 800-227-1302
www.cfec.com

Physical Address/Payment Locations

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 9
Chiefland, FL 32644-0009

CROSS CITY OFFICE
207 NE 210 Ave.
Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-7322

INGLIS OFFICE
167 Highway 40 West
Inglis, FL 34449
352-447-3553

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT LOCATIONS
Drummond Community Bank
Lafayette State Bank (Bell only)

For a complete listing of payment  
locations, go to www.cfec.com. 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

Happy New Years 
From CFEC! 

We look forward to serving you in 2020.
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Notice:
On February 1, 

Member access to 

account information 

and electronic 

payment systems, 

including the Member 

Login portal on the 

website, Point and 

Pay via phone and 

website, and the CFEC 

Connect app will be 

temporarily down for 

system improvement. 

We are sorry for the 

inconvenience. 

http://www.cfec.com
http://www.cfec.com
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