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Our mission is to be the finest example of an electric cooperative 
where excellent service, competitive rates and concern for the 
consumer, community and environment guide our every action.

 
Cover photo by Amanda Huber.

M E M B E R  E D U C A T I O N

While much of what happens in the 
energy business does so on a national 
scale, there are times when state 
legislation also affects Central Florida 
Electric Cooperative Members. 

Because of that, it is important that CFEC keeps in 
contact with legislators and maintains a presence 
in Tallahassee through the Florida Electric 
Cooperative Association. 

Recently, a group from CFEC visited with legislators in 
Tallahassee as the legislative session was about to get 
underway. CFEC Trustee Alan Mikell, General Manager 
Denny George, Member Services Vice President Tony 
Wasson and Communications Specialist Madison 
Redd spent the day meeting with those whose areas 
are within CFEC’s service area. 

CFEC General Manager Denny George says, “We are 
honored that our state representatives and senators 
have always been available and accessible to us.  

Visiting with Senator Rob Bradley are, from left, CFEC Trustee Alan Mikell, 
CFEC’s Communication Specialist Madison Redd, General Manager Denny 
George and Member Services Vice President Tony Wasson. 

The group from CFEC visited the offices of Rep. Charlie Stone

CFEC Goes To Tallahassee

That they understand the value and benefits 
of the electric cooperative to our members is 
vitally important.”  

CFEC Trustee Alan Mikell talked about the 
importance of visiting legislators. 

“It’s kind of like this, ‘If you’re not at the table, 
you’re on the menu,’” Mikell says. “We want to 
have a seat at the table for any discussions that 
would affect our members.” 

Mikell says most of the issues affecting 
cooperatives are considered non‑partisan. 

“We find that everyone wants to work together 
to keep costs down to consumers, and that 
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M E M B E R  E D U C A T I O N

CFEC Participates 
In ACRE Event
To help protect the interests of cooperative members, 
nationwide, the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association formed the Action Committee for Rural 
Electrification back in 1966. 

This grassroots political action committee is funded 
through personal and voluntary contributions from 
the more than 36,000 members across 47 states with 
an average contribution of $65. ACRE funds are  
used to educate and supports potential candidates 
or those in office who will speak for and protect 
the interests of electric cooperatives and their 
consumer owners.

Each spring, as the Florida legislative session begins, 
Florida’s electric cooperatives hold an ACRE event in 
Tallahassee. CFEC was represented at the event this 
February by several employees, trustees and General 
Manager Denny George.  

Rep. Chuck Clemons took time out of his schedule to meet with CFEC’s visiting team. 

is what we are looking for as 
well,” Mikell says. “Visiting with 
the legislators and meeting their 
staff people as well, means that 
when something does come up, 
they are more likely to contact 
us for information. That’s what 
we want.”

CFEC’s members can be certain 
that the cooperative is working 
on their behalf so that state‑
wide matters do not impede 
with the mission of providing 
members with affordable and 
reliable electricity. 



Central Florida Electric Cooperative   Y O U R  P O W E R  P A R T N E R  4  

E D U C A T I O N  O P P O R T U N I T Y

Attention 
Seniors!
The Central Florida Electric Cooperative 
Educational Charity, Inc., a non‑profit 
organization whose purpose is to distribute 
scholarships to graduates of high schools within 
the cooperative service area, has announced the 
opening of the 2020 scholarship program.

To be eligible, an applicant’s parents or legal 
guardian must be an active member of CFEC. 
Scholarships are awarded in the amount of  
$2,000 at $1,000 per semester to be used within 
one year. Applications are available on the 
CFEC website at www.cfec.com.  
For more information, visit the website or  
contact your school’s guidance counselor. 

The deadline for applications is 
March 5, 2020.

Thank You, Jimmie Mitchem!
A true ambassador for Central Florida Electric Cooperative, Mr. Jimmie 
Mitchem has decided it is time to retire from cooperative work. 

It was the love of CFEC’s members that kept him at his job even after he could have 
hung up his hard hat and headed home. 

Mitchem started at CFEC on July 6, 1976, in the right of way department. 

“I started on the ground chipping limbs in right of way with Dennis Bastow, one of 
the best buddies I ever had,” he says. “From chipping limbs and wading in ponds, 
I eventually was climbing poles.” 

Mitchem says from there he got to ride in a bucket truck and eventually was assigned 
his own bucket truck. He retires as the Right of Way Assistant Supervisor. 

“I still love my job. Everyone is like a family here,” Mitchem says. “But it was really 
helping out the consumers that I’ll miss the most. I just like helping people.” 

As for what he will do in retirement, Mitchem says he is a collector of old building 
materials and simply plans to continuing working on some projects at home.

On behalf of CFEC’s Members, Management and Staff, thank you, Jimmie, for your 
hard work and dedication. You will be missed. 

http://Energy.gov
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S A F E T Y  I N F O R M A T I O N

Member Reminder:  

Meter Seals
Every member that receives power from Central 
Florida Electric Cooperative has a meter that was 
installed by CFEC personnel. 

To protect and maintain the integrity of that meter, it is sealed and 
has a security tag affixed. 

From time to time, members may have electrical work performed by 
a contractor or service professional, such as installing generators or 
replacing your panel box. However, because the member of record on 
that account is responsible, that person needs to make sure that no 
one, not the member, nor the contractor or anyone who works for the 
contractor cuts the meter seal to access the meter in any way. 

Because CFEC is committed to providing you safe, reliable electricity, 
we have policies in place to discourage this practice. Regardless of 
what anyone may say, you as the member are liable for maintaining 
the seal of that meter. The member will be charged $150 for the first 
meter investigation and $300 for the second occurrence. This fee can 
be assessed when meter seals are cut or missing.

If you are planning to have electrical work done, make sure your 
contractor knows that cutting your meter seal is dangerous and will 
result in a fine to you. If your contractor states that access to the 
meter is needed, call CFEC at 800-227-1302 or 352-493-2511 
and speak to a Member Services Representative. 

All broken meter seals should be reported to CFEC immediately. 
Only authorized CFEC personnel are allowed to break a meter seal.

Be safe. 

Don’t 

cut the 

meter 

seal.
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C L A M  I T  U P !

Clam Linguini With Tomato, Basil And Lemon

Clams 
With 
Coconut 
Broth, 
Lime And 
Ginger
P R E PA R AT I O N
Peel and segment the oranges, set aside. Preheat a large sauté pan 
over medium heat, add 1 tablespoon of olive oil. Add the diced 
peppers and ginger to the pan, cook for about 2 minutes. Next 
add the coconut milk and bring to a boil, reduce heat slightly and 
simmer until slightly thick (about 5 minutes). Add the lime juice, 
sea salt, and pepper. Taste and adjust seasoning if needed. Add 
the clams to the coconut broth, cover and cook until they open up. 
Uncover and add the cilantro and toss to combine. Remove from 
the heat and serve in the pan or in bowls. Garnish with reserved 
cilantro and citrus segments. Add chili oil for spice, if desired.

I N G R E D I E N T S
• 3 dozen clams
• 2 oranges, peeled 

and segmented
• ½ cup sweet peppers 

(any color), diced small
• 2 cans unsweetened 

coconut milk 
(10 ounces total)

• 2 limes, juiced

• 1 tablespoon fresh ginger, 
peeled and chopped fine

• ½ cup fresh cilantro, 
chopped (reserved 
1 tablespoon for garnish)

• Olive oil, for cooking
• Chili oil (optional)
• Sea salt and fresh ground 

pepper, to taste

Shrimp 
And 
Clams 
Over 
Rice
P R E PA R AT I O N
Prepare rice mix as directed on package. Preheat a large sauté 
pan over medium-high heat and add the olive oil. Add onion, 
peppers, garlic and sausage. Cook ingredients until slightly 
caramelized, about 4 minutes. Add shrimp, clams and seasoning 
blend. Stir ingredients and cover. Cook ingredients until shrimp 
are almost cooked throughout and clams have started to open, 
about 4 minutes. Add diced tomatoes and butter. Stir ingredients 
to combine. Taste and adjust seasoning with salt and pepper. 
Serve over cooked rice. Garnish with chopped parsley.

I N G R E D I E N T S
• 1 pound shrimp, peeled 

and deveined
• 20 clams, cleaned
• 2 tomatoes, diced small
• 2 bell peppers,  

seeded and chopped 
(your favorite color)

• 1 pound smoked 
sausage, sliced

• 1 medium onion, chopped
• 1 tablespoon olive oil

• 2 tablespoons 
unsalted butter 

• 4 garlic cloves, chopped fine
• 1 tablespoon seasoning 

blend (blackened, 
seafood or your favorite)

• ¼ cup fresh parsley, chopped
• 1 package yellow or 

Spanish rice
• Sea salt and fresh ground 

pepper, to taste

P R E PA R AT I O N
Preheat a large sauté pan over medium-high heat. Add 1 tablespoon 
of olive oil to the preheated pan. Carefully add the diced tomatoes 
and garlic to the pan. Cook tomatoes and garlic for 2 minutes. Season 
the tomatoes lightly with salt and pepper. Add the vegetable broth 
and whole clams to the tomato mixture. While the clams are cooking, 
combine the toasted panko, lemon zest, Parmesan cheese and 
2 tablespoons of olive oil into a small mixing bowl. Stir bread crumb 
mixture to combine. Cook the clams until they start to open, adding 
the cooked pasta to the pan when the clams are ready. Lightly toss 
ingredients to combine. Add lemon juice and the basil to the clam pasta. 
Taste sauce and adjust seasoning lightly with salt and pepper. The clams 
should all be open and ready to serve; discard unopened clams. To serve, 
place an even amount of pasta in each bowl. Nestle the clams around the 
pasta. Pour the remaining tomato sauce over the pasta. Drizzle the panko 
mixture over the clams and finish with a squeeze of lemon juice.

I N G R E D I E N T S
• 20 clams, rinsed
• 2 large tomatoes, diced
• 4 cloves garlic, peeled 

and chopped small 

• 1 cup vegetable broth
• 2 tablespoons panko 

breadcrumbs, toasted
• ½ teaspoon lemon zest, 

chopped fine

• 1 tablespoon Parmesan 
cheese, grated

• 1 pound linguini pasta, 
cooked (8 ounces raw 
pasta = 1 pound cooked)

• ½ lemon, juiced
• ¼ cup fresh basil, chopped
• 1 lemon
• Sea salt and fresh ground 

pepper, to taste
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C O - O P  M E M B E R  N O T I C E S

To Report A Power Outage:
n Call: 1-800-227-1302 or 352-493-2511, follow  

the prompts of the Automated Outage Response 
System. Before reporting the outage, first check your 
breaker to see if it has been tripped. If the problem 
is not in the breaker, call 1-800-227-1302.

n Use the CFEC Connect App:  Click on “report  
outage.” Fill in the form and click “submit.”  
If you are already logged in to the app, simply  
click the “report outage” triangle, and 
“yes” to report the outage.

n Online: Log on to www.cfec.com, click  
on “Report An Outage” and fill in the form with 
information needed to find the correct location 
of the outage. Hit “Submit” when complete.

  

MEETING NOTICE:
The Board of Trustees for Central  

Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc.,  

meets on the fourth Monday of each 

month at 5 p.m. at the  

Cooperative’s main office in Chiefland. 

Members are always welcome to attend.

Do we have your 
current phone 
number and 
address?
CFEC’s Automated Outage 
Response System uses customer 
telephone numbers to locate 
accounts and corresponding 
locations. Additionally, a new 
Automated Delinquency Call 
will provide an additional notice as a courtesy 
for accounts that are delinquent one day before your 
disconnect date. These services will not be possible if 
CFEC does not have your current phone number on file. 

It is important to update phone numbers and mailing 
address associated with your service location. Inaccurate 
phone number/service location combinations may 
result in delayed handling of the outage or a missed 
opportunity to avoid a power disconnection.

If you have questions or need to update your contact 
information and phone number, call 800-227-1302. 

Payment Options:
	n In Office / Drive-Through – 

Payments can be made at any CFEC 
location during working hours. 
Payments can also be placed in the 
drop-box at each location after hours.

	n By Mail – Mail payments to: Central 
Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., P.O. 
Box 9, Chiefland, FL 32644. Please allow 
sufficient time for delivery or payment 
may be received as late.

	n Phone / Online – Payments can be 
processed through our third-party 
provider, Point & Pay. A $3.50 (per 
$500) service fee will be charged by 
Point & Pay and is NOT a CFEC charge.

	n Point & Pay - Payments made through 
Point & Pay are posted to the member’s 
account at the time of payment. Pay By 
Phone at 1-844-463-8918 or Pay Online 
at www.cfec.com.

	n Bank Locations – Payments can be 
made at any Drummond Community 
Bank location or at the Lafayette State 
Bank in Bell, Fla., during their normal 
working hours. Returned checks or 
payment arrangements cannot be 
processed by these banks.

	n Bank Draft – Payments can be made 
automatically by bank draft by filling 
out a form and mailing or dropping it 
off at any CFEC office. The form can be 
found at www.cfec.com under “forms.”

http://www.cfec.com
http://www.cfec.com


CENTRAL FLORIDA ELECTRIC  
COOPERATIVE, INC. 

MAIN OFFICE
11491 NW 50th Ave.
Chiefland, FL 32626-3247
352-493-2511  
or 800-227-1302
www.cfec.com

Physical Address/Payment Locations

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 9
Chiefland, FL 32644-0009

CROSS CITY OFFICE
207 NE 210 Ave.
Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-7322

INGLIS OFFICE
167 Highway 40 West
Inglis, FL 34449
352-447-3553

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT LOCATIONS
Drummond Community Bank
Lafayette State Bank (Bell only)

For a complete listing of payment  
locations, go to www.cfec.com. 

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

It’s Fair Time! 
The Suwannee River Youth 
Fair will be in full swing for 
the first three weeks in March. 
Use extra caution around the 
fair area in Fanning Springs. 
For a list of events and times, 
visit www.mysrf.org.  
CFEC congratulates all 
the participants on their 
hard work! 
Best of Luck! 
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