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MEMBER EDUCATION

Know Your Legislators

Our misson is to be the finest example of an electric cooperative 
where excellent service, competitive rates and concern for the 
consumer, community and environment guide our every action.
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Senator Marco Rubio
284 Russell Senate Office Bldg
Washington DC 20510
202-224-3041
rubio.senate.gov

Senator Rick Scott
716 Hart Senate Office Bldg
Washington DC 20510
202-224-5274
rickscott.senate.gov

Congresswoman 
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1626 Longworth House 
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Washington, DC  20515
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cammack.house.gov

Congressman Neal Dunn
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Gainesville, FL 32606
352-264-4040 
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1279 Kingsley Ave., 
Suite 117
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-278-2085
flsenate.gov



MEMBER INFORMATION

Solar energy is booming, and the future 
is brighter than ever, but beware of 
unscrupulous vendors.
Through the use of rooftop solar panels, many homeowners 
can now harness the sun’s natural rays to produce their own 
electricity that’s environmentally friendly and cost effective. 

But with the increasing popularity of solar, unfortunately, 
some businesses are taking advantage of consumers who are 
interested in generating their own energy through rooftop 
panels. 

While many solar companies are genuine and truly want to 
help consumers with a successful solar installation, there are 
the occasional bad apples. 

You’ve likely heard a story or two about solar vendors 
that promised rooftop panels that would generate enough 
electricity to power the entire home. Then, after the 
homeowner has paid thousands of dollars for the installation, 
the solar panels aren’t working, and the vendor is nowhere 
to be found. Sadly, this story has been the reality for many 
consumers.  

If you’re interested in solar panels for your home, consider 
these tips before installation: 

• Talk to an energy advisor at your local electric co-op first. 

We want you to feel confident about any decisions you make 
about your home energy use, especially decisions about 
generating energy at home. 

• Collect at least three quotes from different solar companies 
to ensure you’re getting a competitive deal. As with 
any major purchase, research is key, so thoroughly read 
customer reviews for each of the three solar vendors. 

• If you speak to a solar vendor and they use high-pressure 
tactics, like an offer that’s only good for 24 hours, run! Any 
reputable solar company will recognize that you need time 
to review a proposal and thoroughly weigh your decision. 

• You know if it sounds too good to be true, it probably 
is. So, if a solar company is making promises that sound 
unachievable and outlandish, they probably are. Remember, 
if you have any questions, you can always count on your 
electric co-op for advice. 

• Finally, when it’s time to review and sign a solar contract, 
make sure the language is clear and easy to understand. 
Ensure any prior verbal (or emailed)  promises are also 
included in the contract. 

Going solar is a major decision, so you’ll want to conduct 
a good bit of research first. If you’re looking for a general 
starting point, check out the Department of Energy’s 
Homeowner’s Guide to Going Solar.

Follow us on Facebook The Co-op Connection  March 2021 3



MEMBER INFORMATION

Central Florida Electric Cooperative  YOUR POWER PARTNER4

10 Energy Savers:
1. Air seal and insulate your home: you can prevent heat from 

escaping or cold from entering your home – lowering your 
heating bills – by insulating and air sealing your home.

2. Use a programmable thermostat: you can reduce your waste 
heat by using a programmable thermostat that can reduce the 
heat at a specific time when you’re away from the home and 
increase the heat before you get back for dinner.

3. Install ENERGY STAR doors and windows: doors and windows 
are places where cold/warm air can easily come through, so 
by installing energy efficient doors and windows, you can save 
energy and money with their better quality insulation.

4. Use LED holiday lights: Light emitting diodes, or LEDs, are at 
least 75% more efficient and last up to 25 times longer than 
traditional incandescent lights. By using LED holiday lights, you 
can be at ease knowing that you won’t be spending a bundle 
to keep those lights on.

5. Turn off the lights: If you’re out on vacation this winter, you 
can save energy by making sure the lights are turned off. 

6. Use lighting controls: you can save additional money on your 
electricity bill by using motion sensor and timer controls.

7. Lower the water heater temperature: one significant way to 
reduce energy consumption if you’re away on vacation is to 
simply lower the water heater temperature. If you will be gone 
three or more consecutive days, set the water heater to the 
lowest setting or turn it off at the breaker.

8. Unplug electronics: Unplug those kitchen appliances, DVDs, 
TVs and computers to reduce phantom energy use and to also 
protect these items from lightning strikes. 

9. Use a power strip: Instead of running to unplug everything, 
use a properly rated power strips to plug in multiple devices. 
Turning this off is easy with the flip of the power strip switch.

10. Adjust the blinds and curtains: Another useful way to 
conserve energy while on vacation is to lower the blinds 
and curtains. Close your curtains and shades at night to 
protect against cold drafts; open them during the day to let in 
warming sunlight.

• Facilities Charge: This charge represents payment for many of the 
fixed costs of making electric service available to each member. 
This charge is determined by the Cooperative’s investment 
in the 4,400 miles of distribution lines, 88,000 poles, 25,000 
transformers, 34,000 meters, fleet, inventory, administrative 
support and building maintenance. The facilities charge is $0.95 
per day.

• Wholesale Power Cost Adjustment: This item is either an additional 
charge or a subtracted amount on Member’s bill. If the numbers 
are in parentheses, it is subtracted from the bill. The Wholesale 
Power Cost Adjustment is just that, an “adjustment” based on the 
price of fuels used to generate electricity. Because Central Florida 
Electric’s wholesale power provider, Seminole Electric Cooperative 
had to pay less recently for the natural gas needed to generate 
electricity, this savings is passed on to members. This month it was 
a 17% reduction from the month before.

• Energy Charge: This is the Members’ rate for using power. If you use 
less than 1,000 kilowatt hours, the rate is $.098. If you use more 
than 1,000 kwh, the rate changes and is reflected separately on the 
bill. This rate is the wholesale cost for the energy used.

Here’s How The Wholesale Power Cost 
Adjustment Fits In Your Bill
The 3 Primary Charges On A Power Bill:

Charges on your Electric Bill:

Facilities Charge:
30 Days @$0.95 ............ 28.50

Wholesale Power Cost
Adjustment .00750 .........(7.50)

Energy Charge:
1000 kWh @$0.098 ....... 98.00

Total Current Electric ...$119.00



CFEC IN  THE COMMUNITY
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Congratulations, Young Artists!
Student artists at Yankeetown School were recognized this 
past holiday for participating in Central Florida Electric 
Cooperative’s 13th Annual Christmas Card Drawing Contest. 
This year’s theme was “What Christmas Means To Me.” 
The selected winner from each grade level received a certificate 
and Wal-Mart gift card. The grand prize winner also received a 
certificate, a Wal-Mart gift card and their drawing was made into 
CFEC’s official Christmas card. 

Congratulations to these grade level winners: 
• Cullen Blevins-Ricardo - Kindergarten 
• Alexander Haigh - 1st grade 
• Annaleigh Haigh - 2nd grade  
• Melody Baker - 3rd grade  
• Stephanie Trejo-Ordonez - 4th grade
• Jacob Gilley - 5th grade
• The Grand Prize Winner was Mason Orshal - 3rd grade

Congratulations to Mason Orshal, grand prize 
winner of CFEC’s 13th Annual Christmas Card 
Drawing Contest. She is pictured with Jennifer 
Robson, CFEC Executive Secretary (left) and 
Yankeetown School Principal, Denee Hurst.  

Congratulations to these young artists! Keep up the great work! 

Attention Seniors: 
It’s Scholarship Time!
The Central Florida Electric Cooperative Educational Charity, Inc. has 
opened the 2021 scholarship program for applications. 

To be eligible, an applicant’s parents or legal guardian must be an active 
member of CFEC. 

Scholarships are awarded in the amount of $2,000 at $1,000 per semester 
to be used within one year. Applications are available on the CFEC website 
at www.cfec.com. For more information visit the website or contact you school’s guidance counselor. 

The deadline for applications is March 11, 2021.



FOR ALL  THE PEANUT BUTTER LOVERS !

Peanut Butter, Chocolate Chip 
Chickpea Cookie Dough

INGREDIENTS
• 15 oz can chickpeas (rinsed/drained)
• 1/2 cup peanut butter
• 1 tablespoon vanilla extract
• 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
• 1/2 teaspoon sea salt
• 1/2 cup no added sugar dark chocolate chips

PREPARATION
To a blender or food processor add: chickpeas, 
peanut butter, vanilla extract, cinnamon and sea 
salt. Blend about 3-5 minutes, scraping down sides 
occasionally, until smooth & creamy. Fold in 1/2 cup 
no-added-sugar dark chocolate chocolate chips (or 
your favorite chocolate chips). Form into 24 cookie 
dough balls. Store in an airtight container in the 
fridge for 5 days, or freeze for up to 3 months.

PB&J Meringues
INGREDIENTS
• 4 large egg whites
• Pinch fine sea salt
• 1/2 cup sugar 
• 2-3 tablespoons all natural peanut 

butter
• 2-3 tablespoons seedless raspberry jam, 

thin with water if needed

Heat the oven to 200 degrees. Line two baking sheets with parchment paper or a nonstick silicone baking mat; set aside. Fit a 
piping bag with a star tip. Set aside.Using the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with a whisk attachment, whisk egg whites and 
salt on medium speed until soft peaks form. Increase the speed to medium high. Gradually add the sugar, whisking until stiff, 
glossy peaks form. Take a piping bag and “paint” peanut butter down one side of the interior of the piping bag and then jam 
down the other side. Fill the “painted” bag with meringue. Pipe swirled dollops onto the prepared baking sheet. Once the bag 
is emptied, repeat with remaining meringue, peanut butter and jam. Transfer to oven and bake on center rack of oven until 
crisp and dry, about 45 minutes. Turn the oven off and leave meringues in the oven at least 2 hours and preferably overnight.

PREPARATION

Peanut Butter Brownie Mug Cake
INGREDIENTS
• 2 Tbsp peanut butter
• 3 Tbsp hot cocoa mix
• 2 Tbsp flour
• 3 Tbsp lowfat milk
• ½ Tbsp chocolate chips
• ½ tsp melted peanut butter
• Optional: chopped peanuts

PREPARATION
In a microwave safe mug, stir together 2 tablespoons 
peanut butter, cocoa mix, flour, milk, and chocolate 
chips. Microwave for 90 seconds. Let sit for 3 minutes. 
In a separate small, microwave-safe bowl, heat 
remaining ½ tsp of peanut butter for 30 seconds or 
until melted. Drizzle melted peanut butter on top of 
brownie mug cake and top with chopped peanuts.
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MEMBER NOTICES

Sign Up for the 
Special Needs Registry• In Office / Drive-Through – Payments can be 

made at any CFEC location during working 
hours. Payments can also be placed in the drop-
box at each location after hours.

• By Mail – Mail payments to:
Central Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
P.O. Box 9, Chiefland, FL 32644. Please allow 
sufficient time for delivery or payment may be 
received as late.

• Phone / Online – Payments can be processed 
through our third party provider, SEDC. A $2.50 
service fee will be charged by SEDC per $500 
transaction and is NOT a CFEC charge. Payments 
made through SEDC are posted to the member’s 
account at the time of payment. Pay By Phone 
at 352-493-2515 or toll free at 844-434-3962. 
Pay online at www.cfec.com.

• Bank Draft – Payments can be made 
automatically by bank draft by filling out a form 
and mailing or dropping it off at any CFEC office. 
The form can be found at cfec.com under the 
“Documents” tab. Returned checks or payment 
arrangements cannot be processed by these 
banks.

• Bank Locations – Payments can be made at 
any Drummond Community Bank location or 
at the Lafayette State Bank in Bell, Fla., during 
their normal working hours. Returned checks or 
payment arrangements cannot be processed by 
these banks.

Payment Options:

To Report A 
Power Outage:
• Call: 1-800-227-1302 or 352-493-

2511, follow the prompts of the 
Automated Outage Response 
system.

• Use the CFEC Connect App: On the Home page, 
click “Report An Outage,” select the issue 
causing your outage and the information will 
be submitted.

• Online: Click on the “report outage” button 
located at the top of the website. Fill in the 
“Identify Outage Location,” form and click 
“submit.” 

~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~

MEETING NOTICE:
The Board of Trustees for Central

Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., meet on 
the fourth Monday of each month
at 5 p.m. at the Cooperative’s main

office in Chiefland. Members are always 
welcome to attend.

The Florida Division of Emergency Management, 
in coordination with local emergency management 
agencies, developed the Special Needs Registry 
to allow residents with special needs to receive 
assistance during a disaster. The registry provides 
first responders with valuable information to 
prepare for disasters or other emergencies.

To register for the Special Needs Program, go to the Florida State 
Emergency Response Team website for Special Needs Registry at 
https://snr.floridadisaster.org. 
Create an account by selecting your county from the drop-down menu, 
then click on “Sign Up.” Select a username and password and fill out the 
questionnaire. If you are unable to complete the registry on the website, 
contact your county emergency management office.

• Alachua County Emergency Management: 352-264-6500
• Dixie County Emergency Management: 352-498-1464
• Gilchrist County Emergency Management: 386-935-5400
• Lafayette County Emergency Management: 386-294-1950
• Levy County Emergency Management: 352-486-5213
• Marion County Emergency Management: 352-369-8100
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CENTRAL FLORIDA ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC

MAIN OFFICE
11491 NW 50th Ave.
Chiefland, FL 32626-3247
352-493-2511
or 800-227-1302

Physical Address/Payment Locations

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 9
Chiefland, FL 32644-0009

CROSS CITY OFFICE
207 NE 210 Ave.
Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-7322

INGLIS OFFICE
167 Highway 40 West
Inglis, FL 34449
352-447-3553

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT LOCATIONS
Drummond Community Bank 
Lafayette State Bank (Bell only)
For a complete listing of payment locations, 
go to www.cfec.com.
This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.

www.cfec.com
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~YOUR POWER PARTNER ~

Do we have your current 
phone number and address?

CFEC’s Automated Outage Response 
System uses Member telephone numbers 
to locate accounts and corresponding 
locations. Additionally, a new Automated 
Delinquency Call will provide an 
additional notice as a courtesy for 
accounts that are delinquent one 
day before your disconnect date. These 
services will not be possible if CFEC does not 
have your current phone number on file. 

Inaccurate phone number/service location 
combinations may result in delayed handling of 
the outage or a missed opportunity to avoid a 
power disconnection. 

If you have any questions or need to update 
your contact information, call 800-227-1302.
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